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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment and request for 
continued examination Application 09/932,808 filed on September 12, 2007. 
The amendment contains amended claims: 1-6, 8-22, 25-27 
The amendment contains previously presented claims: 7 
The amendment contains original claims: 23-24 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 12, 2007 has been entered. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in telephone interviews 
with Gregory Fx lannacci on October 22, 2007 and October 24, 2007. 
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Claim 1 steps (b), (c) and (d) are amended to read: 

(b) Conducting a real time scan of benefit resources, said resources comprising 
at least one ** previously unknown ** resource proffering **fa] at least one ** benefit 
element ** [proviously unknown] ** to said user, upon receipt of said request to 
produce an incentive-controlled transaction solution; 

(c) dynamically matching said user's **said at least one** declared benefit 
preference **[$]** to the result of said real time scan; and 

(d) Automatically effecting an incentive-controlled transaction solution adapted to 
maximize the implementation of said user's said ** at least one** declared benefit 
preference** #s£ **. 

Claim 3 is amended to read: 

The method of claim 2 wherein ** [any optimal function or multivariate data 
modeling means] calculating operations based on established value standards ** 

are employed in determining the value rankings of said matched benefit elements and 
said transaction solution. 

Claim 9 is amended to read: 

The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of automatically establishing 
such electronic and logical linkages as may be required to enable said user to process 
said transaction solution and to acquire said **at least one** benefit element**]^]** 
associated with said transaction solution. 
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Claim 10 is amended to read: 

The method of claim 2 further comprising the additional steps of automatically 
securing and/or activating transaction settlement means and of satisfying applicable 
conditions to process said transaction solution to acquire for said user the said **at 
least one** benefit element**^** associated with said transaction solution. 

Claim 1 1 is amended to read: 

The method of claim 2 wherein said step of determining a transaction solution 
comprises a selection by said user from ** [among a plurality of] at least one ** 
proposed transaction solution **fs/** disclosed to said user. 

Claim 12 is amended to read: 

The method of claim 1 further comprising the additional steps of creating an 
aggregated catalog of declared and ranked benefit preferences input from a plurality of 
requests involving a plurality of identified users and of operating on said aggregated 
catalog of benefit preferences to effect a dynamic enhancement in the ** [potonti a l] ** 
value of at least one of said matched benefit elements to at least one of said identified 
users. 

Claim 25, step (i) v. is amended to read: 

Perform **a** real time scan*7s/**of benefit resources, including at least one 
^previously unknown** benefit resource proferring **[a] at least one** benefit 
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element ** [pr e viously unknown] ** to a user upon submitting a request to process a 
transaction, upon system receipt of a request to process a transaction concerning said 
user; 

Claim 26, step (e) is amended to read: 

Means for processing a transaction adapted to dynamically match a user's at 
least one declared benefit preference against a real time scan of benefit resources, 
including at least one ^previously unknown** benefit resource proferring **[a] at least 
one** benefit element ** [pr e viously unknown] ** to said user upon submitting a 
request to process a transaction, upon system receipt of a request to process a 
transaction concerning said user; 

The preamble of claim 27 is amended to read: 

A computer-readable storage medium encoded with ** computer executable ** 
instructions ** to create and employ ** incentive-controlled transaction solutions by 
dynamically selecting the means for processing a transaction based on user-declared 
preferred benefits, said ** computer executable ** instructions, **when executed by 
the computer,** perform the steps of: 

Claim 27 step (e) is amended to read: 

processing a transaction including dynamically matching a user's at least one 
declared benefit preference against a real time scan of benefit resources, including at 
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least one ^previously unknown** benefit resource proferring **[a] at least one** 
benefit element ** [pr e viously unknown] ** to said user upon submitting a request to 
process a transaction, upon system receipt of a request to process a transaction 
concerning said user; 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-27 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
fails to teach or suggest the limitations of the independent claims. 

Independent claim 1 discloses an incentive-controlled method for use in the 
acquisition and/or exchange of user-declared preferred benefits, the method employing 
computer means having data storage means and network communications means and 
comprising the steps of: 

Receiving a request to produce an incentive-controlled transaction solution for an 
identified user having at least one declared and ranked benefit preference; 

Conducting a real time scan of benefit resources, said resources comprising at 
least one previously unknown resource proffering at least one benefit element to said 
user, upon receipt of said request to produce an incentive-controlled transaction 
solution; 

Dynamically matching said user's declared benefit preferences to the result of 
said real time scan; and 
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Automatically effecting an incentive-controlled transaction solution adapted to 
maximize the implementation of said user's said at least one declared benefit 
preference. 

Independent claim 25 discloses a system for creating and employing incentive- 
controlled transaction solutions by dynamically selecting the means for processing a 
transaction based on user-declared preferred benefits, said system comprising: 

A processor; input, output, clock, logic and control devices connected to the 
processor; a memory storing instructions to control the operation of the processor; 
communications device and data storage devices connected to the processor; 

The processor operative with the instructions in memory to: 

Record data of users, benefits elements, transaction solutions, and transactions; 

Record the user entry and ranking of at least one declared benefit preference; 

Receive requests to process transactions; 

Enable information to be available to users; 

Perform a real time scan of benefit resources, including at least one previously 
unknown benefit resource proffering at least one benefit element to a user upon 
submitting a request to process a transaction, upon system receipt of a request to 
process a transaction concerning the user; 

Conduct automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one available benefit 
element based on a said user's declared and ranked benefit preference and on a said 
scanning of benefit resources; 
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Produce at least one incentive-controlled transaction solution; 

Conduct automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one transaction solution 
based on a user's declared and ranked benefit preference and on a said scanning of 
benefit resources; 

Process transaction solutions with and without user intervention; 

Disclose information to users; 

Consummate transactions; and 

Receive, record, evaluate, and store user information and transaction activity. 

Independent claim 26 discloses a system for creating and employing incentive- 
controlled transaction solutions by dynamically selecting the means for processing a 
transaction based on user-declared preferred benefits, said system comprising: 

Means for recording data of users, benefit elements, transaction solutions, and 
transactions; 

Means for recording the user entry and ranking of at least one declared benefit 
preference; 

Means for receiving requests to process transactions; 
Means for enabling user access to information; 

Means for processing a transaction adapted to dynamically match a user's at 
least one declared benefit preference against a real time scan of benefit resources, 
including at least one previously unknown benefit resource proffering at least one 
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benefit element to said user upon submitting a request to process a transaction, upon 
system receipt of a request to process a transaction concerning said user; 

Means for conducting automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one 
available benefit element based on said user's declared and ranked benefit preference 
and on a said scanning of benefit resources; 

Means for producing at least one incentive-controlled transaction solution; 

Means for conducting automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one 
transaction solution based on a user's declared and ranked benefit preferences and on 
a said scanning of benefit resources; 

Means for processing transaction solutions with and without user intervention; 

Means for disclosing information to users; 

Means for consummating transactions; and 

Means for receiving, recording, evaluating, and storing user information and 
transaction activity. 

Independent claim 27 discloses a computer-readable storage medium encoded 
with computer executable instructions to create and employ incentive-controlled 
transaction solutions by dynamically selecting the means for processing a transaction 
based on user-declared preferred benefits, said computer executable instructions, when 
executed by the computer, perform the steps of: 

Recording data of users, benefit elements, transaction solutions, and 
transactions; 
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Recording the user entry and ranking of at least one declared benefit preference; 
Receiving requests to process transactions; 
Enabling user access to information; 

Processing a transaction including dynamically matching a user's at least one 
declared benefit preference against a real time scan of benefit resources, including at 
least one previously unknown benefit resource proffering at least one benefit element to 
said user upon submitting a request to process a transaction, upon system receipt of a 
request to process a transaction concerning said user; 

Processing automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one available benefit 
element based on a said user's declared and ranked benefit preferences and on a said 
scanning of benefit resources; 

Enabling the production of at least one incentive-controlled transaction solutions; 

Processing automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one transaction 
solution based on a user's declared and ranked benefit preferences and on a said 
scanning of benefit resources; 

Processing transaction solutions with and without user intervention; 

Disclosing information to users; 

Consummating transaction; and 

Receiving, recording, evaluating, and storing user information and transaction 
activity. 
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The primary difference between the claimed invention and the prior art is the real 
time scanning of benefit resources wherein the benefit resources comprise at least one 
previously unknown resource proffering a benefit element to the user, and wherein an 
incentive-controlled transaction solution is automatically adapted to maximize the 
implementation of a user's said declared benefit preferences. 

US Patent 5,477,040 to Lalonde discloses a universal charge card selector card, 
in which a user can store information for a number of credit cards on the universal card. 
The user further defines preferences for benefits to be obtained when using the card, 
where preferences may be well known benefits such as interest rates, promotions, etc. 
When the user conducts a transaction, the universal card reviews the offers available to 
the user for the cards that the user has available and stored on the universal card and, 
based on the user's defined preferences for benefits, makes a selection as to which 
card to use in order to maximize the benefits. However, Lalonde does not disclose 
where the universal card selector searches for benefits from a source where the source 
offering the benefit element was previously unknown to the user, and then automatically 
taking the steps in order to effect the transaction using the previously unknown resource 
which maximizes the benefits. Lalonde discloses searching for benefits from among 
known resources offering benefits, and further since the resources are already available 
to the user, there is no need to take steps to conduct the transaction as would be the 
case when a new and previously unknown resource is identified as the solution for 
maximum benefits. 
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Walker, in US Patent 5,945,653, discloses the use of functions to effect credit 
card transactions such that discounts, rebates, special purchase options, etc. can be 
offered when the customer engages in a transaction. However, the benefits are 
obtained based on a credit card that the user already has access to and is presenting at 
the point of sale. Therefore, while the benefit to be obtained is unknown, the benefit is 
not based on user defined preferences and the benefits are not associated with a 
resources unknown to the user at the time of the transaction. Further, since the 
resources are already available to the user, there is no need to take steps to conduct 
the transaction as would be the case when a new and previously unknown resource is 
identified as the solution for maximum benefits. 

Similarly to Lalonde, US Pub No. 2002/0069122 A1 to Yun et al. discloses a 
method of selecting a credit card to use for a transaction based on a set of user credit 
cards and ranked preferences in order to maximize benefits. As in Lalonde, Yun does 
not disclose where the universal card selector searches for benefits from a source 
where the source offering the benefit element was previously unknown to the user, and 
then automatically taking the steps in order to effect the transaction using the previously 
unknown resource which maximizes the benefits. Yun discloses searching for benefits 
from among known resources offering benefits, and further since the resources are 
already available to the user, there is no need to take steps to conduct the transaction 
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as would be the case when a new and previously unknown resource is identified as the 
solution for maximum benefits. 

Non-patent literature discusses maximizing travel preferences in "Biztravel.com: 
Biztravel .com delivers hot travel news direct to desktop; free service gives road 
warriors fast, personalized access to key industry data", in Business Wire. Business 
Wire discloses maximizing travel preferences, from amongst maximizing frequent flier 
miles, obtaining the lowest airfares, etc. However, Business Wire does not disclose 
where the benefits are tied to credit card use where a resource previously unknown was 
selected to maximize user benefits. 

Additional non-patent literature "Financial product menu service being expanded" 
by Jennifer Kingson Bloom discloses a web site consumers can visit or a phone number 
that consumer can call to rank their preferences in credit card rewards or services and 
then the database presents card applications for those that most closely match. 
However, Bloom does not disclose automatically searching sources for rewards at the 
time of a transaction and automatically effecting the transaction using the identified card 
resource that maximizes user benefits. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached at 571-272-6702. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see <http://pair-direct.uspto.gov> . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). \ A 0 /\ 
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